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IN Addrefs from an anonymous individual to ſuch 
A numerous and reſpectable bodies as thoſe for 
whom this letter is intended, muſt, from its nature, be 
entirely deſtitute of thoſe aids which prejudiſe the pu- 
blic in behalf of a performance, or, at leaſt, recommend 
it to their attention and favour. But, as the purpoſe 
of this addreſs is to defeat a ſcheme which has been 


fondly cheriſhed by individuals, and at laſt adopted by 
one of theſe bodies, without reluctance, or even deli- 


beration ; it will not be ſimply deſtitute of favour, but 
expoſed to the frowns or contempt of thoſe whoſe in- 
clination or intereſt have led them to embrace this 
_ ſcheme, and whoſe abilities and influence will be ex- 
erted in its ſupport. | | 

Actuated by no ſiniſter motives, or ſpirit of party, I 
ſhall make no apology for offering this public addreſs. 
Inclination prompts, duty as a member of ſociety re- 


quires, and much leiſure · time affords me an opportu- 


nity (which I ſhall never fail to embrace) of ſetting 
the trumpet to my mouth, and proclaiming to my fel- 
low citizens thoſe ſchemes formed by perſons in office, 
| i which 


('4 ) 
which would eſtabliſh legal burden and oppreſſion on 


the country. 

Of this nature I take the ſcheme to be for augment- 
ing all the tolls in the neighbourhood of this city, and . 
ſor eſtabliſhing new ones at the Water gate, Weſter- 
road to Leith, and Water of Leith, for the purpoſe of 
building a bridge of communication between the High- 


ſtreet and Nicholſon's- ſtreet. 
The improvement of this city, both in convenience 


rr 
. 


_— 


and beauty, has long been an object of general atten- 


tion, and even of parliamentary care and encourage- 
| | | | 7 

ment. Pamphlets have been publiſhed, plans deline- 
ated, national ſubſcriptions opened, and the authority 
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of parliament interpoſed to promote and execute that 
laudable ſpirit of improvement which of late has diſ- 
played itſelf, to the henour of this country. It muſt 
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give pleaſure to every ingenious obſerver, to ſee a va- 


— 
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riety of plans, for the improvement of this city, car- 
ried on with great elegance and rapidity. ''To promote 
ſchemes ſuch as theſe, or others that may be beneficial ! 
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to the country in general, every citizen will contribute, 7 
unleſs his ideas are narrow, or his diſpoſitions ſordid 
and illiberal. f 


3 


But, if the beneſicial purpoſes ſor which taxes are to > 
be impoſed, bear no proportion to the grievouſneſs of 
the burden; if they are to be levied from people who | . 
will derive very little beneſit from the purpoſes they are | 
to ſerve ; if obvious advantages will accrue to the pro- „ 


moters of ſuch ſchemes; if the ſums to be raiſed for 
| carry- 


heart of any female in Edinburgh. 


ts) 


carrying them into execution are infinitely greater than 


is ſufficient to accompliſh the propoſed deſign ; if the | 
eſtimate of the ſums ſo to be raiſed is extremely erro- 
neous, if not groſsly deluſive; then is oppoſition. to be 
expected from the people, who, if compelled by ſupe- 
rior inſluence to ſubmit to ſuch taxations, will pay 
them with diſcontent and reluctance. 

Complaints are daily and juſtly made, that Edinburgh 19 
ſtill deſtitute of various ſuitable conveniencies and orna- 


ments, among the chief of which I reckon a nearer and 
more commodious acceſs to the port of Leith, a ſchool- 
| houſe, adapted to the number of children in this city, the 


preſent one, from the ſmallneſs of its dimenſions, and 
want of air, being ſtill more pernicious to their health than 
inconvenient for their ſtudies: A college, ſomewhat ſuit- 
able to the fame of the univerſity and the number of 
its ſtudents ; public markets, thoſe we have at preſent 


not having undergone any alteration for, I believe, 


theſe two hundred years, and being a nuiſance to the 


city, and a reproach to the nation; (if I may not offend 
'grave perſonages) an elegant, or at leaſt commodious 


aſſembly· room; and a better acceſs to the ſouth fide of 
the town, to which the buildings have of late taken a 
moſt unnatural turn ; partly owing to a diſpute which 
I do not with to revive, and partly to the rumour ſpread 
abroad, by artful and intereſted people, of the inſufft- 
ciency of the bridge which notions are now, I hope, 
beat out of even the ſillieſt head, or moſt timorous 
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It has been for ſome time propoſed, by the proprietors 
of eſtates and houſes to the ſouth ſide of the town, to 
erect a bridge of communication between the Tron 
Church and Nicholſon's ftreet. For this purpoſe, the 


gentlemen of the county had a meeting of the 29th /f. 


when the following propoſal was laid before them, as 
nearly as I can remember: That a bridge of communi- 
cation be built between the Tron Church and Nicholſon's- 


| ſtreet : That the expence of purchaſing the neceſſary 


houſes and areas, together with that of building the 
bridge itſelf, will be L. 8000, of which the price of 
houſes and areas would amount to two thirds : That 
the paſſing an aCt of parliament for that purpoſe would 


coſt L. 200, and a year's intereſt of the L. 8000 to be 


paid to the proprietors of the houſes and areas, would 


be L. 400 more; ſo that the total expence of the bridge | 


would amount to L. 8600. The propoſer of this ſcheme 
obſerved, that he had thought of various means 
of defraying this expence: By national contribution 
but that would be making the generous and public ſpi- 
rited pay for what would be of equal advantage to the 
ſordid and illiberal ; by placing a toll apon the bridge 
itſelf ; but this, he ſaid, would hardly raiſe ſo much money 


as would diſcharge the annual intereſt of the expences to 


be incurred in building it; and he ſaw no other ſcheme 


for raiſing the money, but augmenting the tolls in the | 
neighbourhood of the city, and impoſing new tolls on 


all its avenues: 'That the preſent tolls round Edin- 
burgh, on which he propoſed to lay an addition, a- 
mount 


— 
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mount to L. 2995 yearly. Theſe he propofed ſhould be 
augmented in this manner: A penny upon every horſe 
in chaiſes, a half-penny upon every riding horſe, and a 
half-penny upon every horſe in carts, wains, &c. He 
ſaid, that the toll payable by horſes in carts, being 
raiſed one fourth, and the toll payable by riding hor- 
ſes, and horſes in carriages, being raiſed one half, 
would, with the ſum to be raiſed at the new tolls, alto. 
gether amount to a little more than half the ſum pre- 
ſently paid. He propoſed, that all the avenues to the 
city might be put upon an equal footing, new turnpikes 
ſhould be erected at the Watergate, weſter road to 
Leith, and Water of Leith, which ſhould exact the ad- 
ditional toll to be paid at the other avenues to the city. 
He ſaid, theſe ſums would defray the expence of the 
bridge, which he calculated at L. 8600, in ſix years 
time, all till within L. 58: But as ſome unforeſeen ex- 
pences might occur, he thought it would be proper to 

lay on the toll for ſome longer period than would bare- 
Jy diſcharge the eſtimate he made. 

The ſcheme being generally acquieſced in, a gentle 
man propoſed that the toll ſhould be eſtabliſhed for 
eight or ten years, and gave ſhrewd hints, it ſhould 
continue for ever, obſerving, even if that were the caſe, 
we would be better off than moſt counties in the king- 
dom. No proviſion was mentioned for keeping the 
bridge in repair, after the period of the toll ſhould e- 
lapſe. This confirms the notion of which every one 
may be ſatisfied, that if once this toll be eſtabliſhed for a 

time, 


„ 

time, care would be taken to have it continued for ever. 
Without deliberating upon a propoſal of ſuch impor- 
tance, without reflecting on the conſequences that would 
flow from it, without conſidering if the calculation of the 
ſums to be raiſed were even probable, they, with 
a ſpeed which beſtowed little weight or dignity on 
their counſels, immediately adopted the ſcheme, and 
appointed a committee for carrying it into execution, 
which are to report at a ſubſequent meeting. Two 
gentlemen alone diſſented from the propoſed taxation, 
one of whom proteſted againſt it. 8 2 
It is worthy of obſervation, that, at this meeting, 
which, by the by, compoſed but an inconſiderable part 
of the valued rent of this county, not one perſon was 
preſent for the city of Edinburgh or town of Leith, 
the bodies that will pay nine tenths of the taxation im- 
| poſed by it. 

Before endeavouring to ſhow the pernicious conſe- 
quences of this ſcheme, that J may be the better under- 
ſtood, I hope to be pardoned for a few hnes reſpecting 
highways and bridges, and the difterent modes of rai- 
ſing money for making and keeping them i in repair. 

An eaſy communication from place to place by high- 
ways, bridges, and ferries, muſt be an object of atten- 
tion in every civilized and poliſhed country. The le- 
giſlative power of this kingdom has from time to time 
enacted regulations for making. and repairing highways, 
ſuitable to the ſtate of the country. By an act of 


parliament of Charles II. tenants, cottagers, and their 
ſervants, 


1 


ſervants, were obliged to work at the highways ix days 
in the year; and becauſe the labour of the inhab'tants 
for ſo ſhort a time was not ſufficient to repair the high- 
ways, &c. the heritors of each ſhire were impowered 
to ſtent themſelves in a ſum not exceeding 10 s. Scots 
in every L. 100 of valued rent: And further, 1 8. 6d. 
yearly was impoſed on every houſe for keeping the roads 
in repair. But when elegance and refinement began 
to dawn in this country, when travelling became ge- 
neral, and when the number of wheel-carriages in- 
creaſed, broader and harder roads became neceſſary, 
and the old ſum appointed for repairing highways was 


generally found inadequate. Various methods were 


uſed in different counties for making this repair; but 
that of levying money by toll became by far the moſt 
general. Nor can thoſe who pay moderate tolls for 
good roads in the leaſt grudge it, becauſe thereby all 
ſorts of victual and manufactures are more ealily 
tranſported, travelling becomes more eaſy and expedi- 
tious, and a great ſaving is made in the fatigue, tear 
and wear of horſes and carriages. 

The firſt act of parliament for eſtabliſhing tolls in 
this county (in as far as I can find) was act 12. Ann. 
I cannot aſcertain what duties were payable by this act, 
as I have not been able to find it among the printed 
ſtatutes; but they ſurely were very inconfiderable for, 
by the 24th George II. new turnpikes were allowed to 


be erected in this county; and inſtead of the duties 


exigible by the 12th Queen Anne, which were found 
| B | inſuffi. 
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inſufficient, the following ones were impoſed : For a 
coach or chaiſe and fix 6 d. four 4 d.; three 3 d.; 
two 2 d.; one 1d. Waggons drawn by ſix horſes 
6 d.; five 5d. and ſo proportionally. For every horſe 
loaded and unloaded, and not drawing, 1 d. and for 
cattle 5 d. per ſcore. This was in the year 1750. But 
theſe being found inſufficient, within four years after 
that, the tolls were raiſed in this manner; for every 
coach or chaiſe and ſix 18.; four 8 d.; three 8 d.; 
two 3 d.; one 12 d waggons or carts with ſix 
horſes 3 8.; five 28. 6 d.; four 18.; three 9d. two 
22 d.; one 12; ſaddle horſes 1 d. other horſes not 
drawing, and cattle, as per the former act. But as it 
would ſeem that highways grow the worſe for the 
mending, or like boys who have very bad tutors, the 
money ſpent on whofe improvement turns out to little 
account, the tolls were again raiſed in the year I764, 
by the 4th of his preſent Najcity, Cap 36. and the fol- 
lowing rates impoſed: For every coach or chaiſe and 
fix 1 8. 4 d. ; four 10 d.; three 10 d.; two 4 d.; one 
2d. Waggons or Carts and x 48.z five 38. 4d, 
four 18. 4 d.; three 18.; two 3 FE ; one 2Cd.; ſaddle 
horſes, cther horſes not drawing, and cattle as for- 
merly ; ſo that, within theſe twenty-ycars, all theſe tolls, 
except upon horſes loaded and unloaded, and not draw- 
ing, have been Coubled, ſome trebled, twice, thrice, 
yea four times doubled. But, as if theſe burdens were 
not ſufficient, the tells which have already been ſo of- 
ten doubled, will be raiſed a fourth; ſome a third, and 

: ſome 
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ſome even a half more than they are at preſent; and, 
jeſt money ſhould not be quickly enough collected, 

new turnpikes are to be built, and new tax-gatherers to 
be fed ; ; a ſcheme, it muſt be confeſſed, infinitely more 
comprehenſive than thoſe hitherto planned by any fi- 

nancier for the county of Edinburgh. 

I ſhall now conſider the advantages that may ariſe 
from building a bridge of communication in the man- 
ner propoſed, and the burdens that will be laid on by 
this additional taxation ; by which means a judgement 
may be formed, whether the benefit to be derived from 
this ſcheme is by any means proportional to the price 
to be paid for it. | 

The acceſs from the High Street to the ſouth fide of 
the town, is very inconvenient. Various plans have 


at different times been formed, for rendering it more 


commodious, and a conſiderable improvement might 
be made in it, at the molt trifiing expence, viz. by ta- 
king down the ſhattered timber land at the head of 
Niddery's-wynd, throwing a wide arch over the entry, 
upon which houſes may be built, and under which 
carriages may paſs; whereas, at preſent, a brewer's 
ſledge can ſcarcely ſqueeze itſelf thorough; and, by re- 
moving the town-wall between Potterrow-port and the 
eaſt end of the Kirk of Relief, (which laſt propoſal is 
already adopted by the magiſtrates). By theſe means, 
a very tolerable opening will be made from the High 

Street to the Cowgate, and the entry from Potterrow- 
port to Nicholſon”: s Street will be rendered conveni- 

nent 
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ent and ſpacious. Theſe triſling alterations, toge - 


ther with removing the houſes in ruins at the head of 
St Mary 's-wind, will greatly improve the communica» 
tion between the High Street and Nicholſon's Street. 
The intended bridge, beſides being an additional or- 
nament to the city, will open a commodious avenue to 


the houſes, fields, and gentlemens ſeats on the ſouth 
ſide of the town; but to them principally, if not ſole- 


ly, will the benefit extend. To the inhabitants of the 
Canongate it can be of little uſe ; to thoſe of the Cow- 


gate and Graſsmarket none at all: For inſtance, no per- 
ſon in the Cowgate would go to the High Street in order 
to paſs along the bridge to Nicholſon's Street; nor, vice 
verſa, would they go from the Cowgate to Nicholfon's 


Street to paſs along the bridge to the High Street. Fo thoſe 
going from the Caſtle-hill or Lawn-market, to George's- 


{ſquare or Briſto-ſtreet, on foct or in chairs, it can 


be of as little benefit; to ſtrangers coming from the 
eaſt, it can be of no uſe; to thoſe coming from the 


welt it will be of as little, as the bridge to the New 


town affords them a nearer entry to the heart of the 


city. So that the conveniencies to be derived from it, 


are perhaps more limited than at firſt may be ima- 
gined. | 


For theſe advantages, then, ſuch as they are, it is pro- 
poſed, that, at the tolls already erected, one fourth 
more than the preſent duty ſhall be paid on ſingle horſe- 


| carts, one third on double horſe-carts, one half on 


chaiſes and pair, one half on riding-hortes ; and, if a 
| | half - 
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1 
halfpenny ſhall alſo be laid on horſes, loaded or un- 
loaded, and not drawing, on them it will be the double. 
Thus, all coals, ſtone, and lime for building, hay and 
corn for the market, butter-milk, which is entirely 
conſumed by the poor people, all goods coming by 
land-carriage from England, and all goods coming from 
the weſt, will be raiſed in their price; for a very little 
reflection will demonſtrate, that taxes laid on commo- 
dities, are ultimately and truly paid by the conſumers. 
For inſtance, the duty paid by the importer of rum, 
amounts to about five times its original coſt; but, 
when the importer ſells it to the conſumer, in fixing 
the price, he conſiders both the original coſt, the 
freight, and the duty; ſo that, in reality, we are pay- 
ing'a very heavy duty to government, while we think 
we are only paying the price of rum. Thus, it is e- 
vident, that the conſumers, that is to ſay, the inhabi- 
tants of Edinburgh and Leith, will pay for this bridge, 
to accommodate and enrich the proprietors of George's 
Square, Briſto, and the other lands and houſes i in that 
quarter of the city. 

But, were it not for a more oppreſſive part of the 
ſcheme, I ſhould not have put pen to paper, nor re- 
queſted the attention of the citizens to this addreſs. I 
mean the impoſing a toll upon the Water-gate, Weſ- 
ter-road to Leith, and Water of Leith; in ſhort, of 
placing a toll between the city and the port, and ren- 
dering us incapable to move towards any point of the 
compaſs, 
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compaſs, or to receive goods from any quarter of the 
globe, without being ſubjected to toll. - 

The longer I reflect on the conſequences of this, 
they appear the more oppreſlive ; the more I conſider 
the ſum to be raiſed by it, it appears the more im- 


menſe. 


. : The impoſing a toll between a city and its harbour, 


is in fact impoſing a toll upon the ſea itſelf : For what 
matters it, whether ſhips ſhould pay a toll of ſo much 
per ton on their goods in Leith road, or pay ſo much 
per cart before or after their goods are loaded or un- 
loaded ? Indeed, there is this difference, that a toll be- 
tween the city and port, is by much the moſt oppreſſive, 
as it is levied on all goods that come either by ſea or 
land. It may be compared to a net hung bigh in air, 
and ſunk deep into the ſea, which will catch both birds 
and fiſhes. It is an idea altogether new, and, I believe, 
has no precedent in any part of the kingdom, except 
where navigation by canals may have rendered it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. | 


When former turnpikes were erected in this coun- 


ty, the avenues between the city and harbour were re- 
ligiouſly kept free. By act 24th Geo. II. already al- 
luded to, the truſtees were allowed to erect additional 
turnpikes where they thought proper; but were expreſs- 
ly prohibited from impoſing a toll between the city and 
port, by the following clauſe; * Provided always, and 


© be it hereby enacted and declared, That nothing in 


© this act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to ex- 
| | © tend, 


E 


: « tend, to the roads leading from the city of Edin- 
© burgh to the town and port of Leith, but that 
© ſuch roads ſhall be, and remain under the care 
© of the magiſtrates of Edinburgh, as formerly.” 
Do not the fame reaſons ſtill ſubſiſt againſt impoſing a 


toll in that manner? Are the local ſituations of the 


city or harbour altered? Are the fands ſwallowed up 
or overflowed, which formerly afforded an agreeable 
airing-place to thoſe who, after ſickneſs, buſineſs, or 


ſtudy, found exerciſe neceffary ? No ſurely, the only 
_ reaſon for impoſing a toll between the city and har- 


bour, is, that the inhabitants may have an eaſy acceſs 
to the ſouth, at the expence of being ſhut up on the 
eaſt, weſt, and north. And here I cannot help re- 
marking the groſs partiality to the inhabitants of the 
ſouth ſide of the town, and the intolerable *grievance 
laid on thoſe of the town of Leith; for thoſe of the lat- 
ter muſt pay toll before they can poſſibly ſet foot on the 
bridge in queſtion, and indeed, every time they enter 
the city of Edinburgh, whether they go near the bridge 
or not; whereas thoſe of the ſouth ſide of the town, 
who are to reap the principal benefit of this bridge, 
have acceſs to it every day in the year, and every hour 


in the day, without paying a farthing. If a toll is pla- 


ced at the Water gate and Weſter- road to Leith, no 
gentleman will have free acceſs to the Links or Sands 
for exerciſe or amuſement, but will be deprived of the 
benefit which the natural advantages of ſituation afford 
to the inhabitants of Edinburgh; advantages which are 
not. only — by the citizens of London, who have 

acceſs 
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acceſs to Hyde Park in their coaches, or on horſeback, 
but alſo by the inhabitants of Aberdeen, Perth, Mon- 
troſe, St Andrew's, Muſſelburgh, &c. who have acceſs . 
to Links, Sands, or the like, without paying any toll 
whatever. | 

The ſums to be raiſed by augmenting the old tolls 
and impoſing new ones, were ſo huddled together by 
the propoſer of the ſcheme, that it is no eaſy matter to 
form a probable eſtimate of the amount. This much 
we are certain of, that all carts, Carriages, and horſes 
paſſing through the preſent turnpikes will pay, ſome a 
fourth, ſome a third, and ſome a half, more than they 
do at preſent. But the amount of the ſum to be &l- 
lected at the new turnpikes, cannot be aſcertained 
without making an experiment, which I hope will ne- 
ver be tried. If a judgment may be formed by reckon- 
ing the goods preſently exempted from toll, and which, 
by the new ſcheme, will be iubjected, it will be very 
great. 

The new turnpikes will comprehend the whole 
range of ground from the Broughton toll to the toll at 
Moriſon's-haven, conſiderably beyond Muſſelburgh, and 
Invereſk, together with the town and harbour of Leith. 
I ſhall be pardoned for enumerating a few of the arti- 
cles upon which a toll will then be exigible. All car- 
riages or riding horſes going to or coming from Leith, 
Muſſelburgh, Invereſk, Preſtonpans, Eaſt-Lothian, or 
London by the poſt road, all carriages and horſes going 


to the links of Leith, to an alcing on the ſands, fo re- 
vie us 
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views at Leith or Muſſelburgh, or to Leith races; all 


hay and corn growing on that rich and extenſive quar- 


ter, that is brought to market in Edinburgh ; the 
whole garden fluff that is conſumed in the city of Edin- 
burgh ; all herrings, white fiſh, and oyſters, if brought 
on carts or horſes; all the coal coming from Lord A- 
bercorn's coal work to Edinburgh; all brick and tyle 
coming from the Brickfield ; the whole ſand uſed in 
building in Edinburgh; and the hydes and ſkins, wheat 
and flour paſſing between the water of Leith and city 
of Edinburgh; all timber, iron, and ſlate coming from 
Leithz all grocery-goods, wine, foreign ſpirits, and 
London porter; all grain coming to the city of Edin- 
burgh by the port of Leith; all cattle coming from 

Fife, or from the north ; all carriers baggage : In ſhort, 
the articles are infinite; and I am perſuaded, if they 
are compated with thoſe which come, or the travellers 
who paſs through any other quarter of Edinburgh, they 


will be found to bear a very conſiderable proportion. It 


is to be obſerved, that as Edinburgh is the mart of ma- 
ny counties in Scotland for grocery goods and other 
articles, that theſe will pay double toll, firſt upon being 
brought into Edinburgh, and afterwards in being ſent 
to the different parts of the country where they ate de- 
manded. And unleſs wheat is ſent to the flour-mills 
inſtantly, as it paſſes through the town, it will pay a 


triple toll ; the firſt upon its being brought into town, 


the ſecond upon its being ſent to the mills, and the 


third upon its return, when made into flour. 


C From 
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From what has been ſaid, I preſume it will be grant- 
ed, that the inhabitants of Edinburgh and Leith will 
pay almoſt the whole of this tax. But a gentleman, 
for whoſe opinion I, on all occaſions, have the greateſt 
reſpect, obſerved at the county meeting, that, even with 
this additional burden, we ſhould be eaſier in our tolls 
than moſt counties in the kingdom. This is a fact 
which I have not had opportunity to inveſtigate : Allow- 
ing the obſervation to be juſt, my anſwer is very ſimple, 
That our being eaſier in our public burdens than our 
neighbours, is no reaſon for plunging ourſelves into as 
bad a condition as them, but is rather an argument for 
holding as we are But, when that obſervation was 
made, I apprehend there were ſeveral articles which 
the gentleman did not reckon in his computation. Firſt, 
there are more houſes in this county, in proportion to 
its ſize, than in any county in Britain, Middleſex ex- 
cepted. There are, at a moſt moderate computation, 
12,000 houſes or families in Edinburgh and Leith 
theſe pay 18. 6d each per annum, for road- -money, 
that is, L. goo a year. Yet a very conſiderable number 
of the inhabitants do not, through the whole year, ſet 
foot on the road for which this money is collected. 1 
ſhall immediately explain myſelf. By different acts of 
parliament, two pennies Scots upon ale and beer, ſold 
in the city or privileges of Edinburgh, is granted to the 
' magiſtrates for paving the ſtreets, making the road to 
Leith, &c. and many of the inhabitants never go far- 
ther than from the one of theſe towns to the other, 

1 | but 
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but the whole circle of whoſe little journeys is confined 
to thoſe ſtreets and roads which are paved by the town 
of Edinburgh. Thus, in conſidering what is paid in 
this county for making and repairing highways, &c. 
we muſt not only reckon the amount of the tolls, but 
alſo of the ſtatute- work, and a ſum of L. 900 a year of 
road-money, paid by the town of Edinburgh and Leith, 
with the duty for paving the ſtreets, e by the name 
of Cauſeway-mail. | 

In one reſpect, ſurely, we will be in a worſe condi- 
tion than the citizens of London ; for, not only do 
their groceries, wines, foreign ſpirits, &c. come by ſea- 
carriage, but alſo all their coals, paving-ſtones, a 
great part of their corn, indeed almoſt every article of 
their conſumpt, live-ſtock excepted. Now, I never 
heard of a toll upon the Thames ; but, if the propoſed 
ſcheme ſhall be adopted, theſe and every other article 
which can enter the city of Edinburgh, (pipe- water on- 
ly excepted,) muſt be liable to toll. Neither can I al- 
low that we will be eaſier in point of road-money than 
the whole of Scotland that lies to the north of us; for, 
except thoſe in Perth-ſhire,, and one toll at the north 
Queensferry, there is not, in ſo far as I know, a ſingle. 
toll in any county of Scotland to the north of the river 
Forth, —— | 

But the duty to be raiſed at theſe new turnpikes will 
not only be very great, but moſt oppreſſive, becauſe it 
will be levied for a purpoſe, and in a manner altoge= 
ther unjuſt, unreaſonable, and unprecedented, | 

By 


6320 


Ruy every principle of equity, of law, or of taxation, 
thoſe ſhould pay the burden who are to reap the benefit. 
I have already mentioned, that the benefit of this bridge 
will be more limited than might at firſt light be ima- 
gined; that it will accrue, principally, if not ſolely, to 
the proprietors of lands and houſes about Nicholſon's- 
ſtreet, Briſto-ſtreet, George's ſquare, and the fields and 
houſes to the ſouth. The bridge will render their 
dwellings more commodious, and their property more 
valuable; therefore the expence ſhould be laid upon 
them; the tolls ſhould be put upon the bridge itſelf. 
But the anſwer they make to this, is the ſtrongeſt 
proof imaginable of the general inutility of the 
ſcheme, namely, That a toll on the bridge would hard- 
ly pay the intereſt of the expence to be incurred in buiid- 
ing it. It is ſufficient that I pay rent for the houſe 
I inhabit, and toll on the road I travel; I am not 
bound to pay rent for all the houſes, or toll for all the 
roads in the country ; yet people who never will ſee, 
and goods which nevex will paſs along this ad will 
be obliged to pay for it. 

I beg that the promoters of this ſcheme will point 
out the important advantages ariſing from it, that 
ſhould lead us to depart from the eſtabliſhed mode of 
taxation. Will it be ſaid, that it will be attended with 
greater advantages than the bridge built over the North 


Loch, which opens a communication with the New- 
Town, and with the port of Leith? But, was the whole 
county taxed for building this bridge? Nay, is there a 
toll on the bridge itſelf ? If it ſhall be anſwered, that the 

ma- 


3 


magiſtrates will reap the profit of the additional value 
of the ground, I reply, 50 will the proprietors of 
Gcorge's Square, and that neighbourhood, by the ad- 
ditional value of their houſes and areas, ariſing from 
the commodious entry afforded them by the intended 
bridge. Will it be attended with more important ad- 
vantages to us, than the piers and harbours of Leith 
and Kinghorn; or than the Blackfriars and Weſtmin- 
ſter bridges, that over the Clyde at Glaſgow, or the 'Tay 
at Perth, which coſt L. 25,000, or that over the North- 
eſk at Montroſe, which coſt L. 4000, have afforded 
their reſpeCtive neighbourhoods ? yet, in any of theſe 
inftances, was a whole county taxed for a ſingle 
bridge? Nay, is there a toll on the bridge at Montroſe, 
or in the whole county of Forfar ? 

Further, I afſert, that this ſcheme is a piece of direct 
moral injuſtice to the magiſtrates of Edinburgh, and 
the proprietors in the new extended royalty. The ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh have expended a very large ſum 
of money in building a bridge, making common ſew- 
ers, bringing in water, and paving the ſtreets of the 
New Town, upon the expectarion of being indemni- 
fied by the price of the areas which different purchaſers 
would buy from them, and by the public the national 
faith pledged to them for a ſtent, impoſt, &c. by ex- 
tending the royalty; and many people accordingly pur- 
cChaſed lots from the magiſtrates, at ſuch rates as they 
could be afforded. But theſe lots and houſes will be 
diminiſhed in their value, when the proprietors of Ni- 

chol - 
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cholſon's Street, and the grounds adjacent, are able to 
underſell thoſe of the new extended royalty. For, I de- 
fire it may be obſerved, that the magiſtrates paid for 
the New Town bridge, but that the proprietors in the 
New Town and in the Old Town will pay equally for 
the expence of the intended bridge with thoſe very pro- 
prietors, to whoſe fields and areas it will open a com- 
munication. | 

Therefore, I aſſert, that this ſcheme is a glaring mo- 
ral injuſtice to the city of Edinburgh, and the other 
proprietors in the extended royalty; becauſe it will 
hurt the ſale of houſes in the New Town, and impair 
the city's revenues, on the faith of which ſo much mo- 
ney has been expended; and, becauſe the proprietors 
in the New Town, who have paid an advanced price 
for their areas on account of one bridge, will have to 
pay, by toll, the expence of another bridge. On whom, 
J pray, are thoſe partialities to be heaped ? For whom 
is this iniquity to be committed? Why, for thoſe who 
cannot be conſidered as citizens of Edinburgh; becauſe 
they pay neither ſtent, impoſt on liquors, miniſters ſti- 
pend, or any public burden whatever. 

But, ſuppoſing this toll were liable to no objections 
of being levied from people, the greateſt part of whom 
can derive no benefit from the purpoſe for which it 
| ſhall be impoſed, ſtill an attention to its amount will 
demonſtrate its unreaſonableſs, exorbitancy, and ab- 
furdity, beyond the power of palliation, apology, or 
anſwer whatever. For this bridge then, over dry- 
| SA f land, 


1 


land, a bridge of about thirty feet wide, and of no 
great length, we are, according to the profeſſed eſti- 


mate made by the propoſer of the ſcheme, to pay a- 


bove one half more than is paid for the whole of the 
road and bridges in this county ; but, according to my 
conjeCture, nearly as much as 1s paid for all the roads 
and bridges in the county beſides. 

Abſtracting from every other conſideration, the very 
precedent of augmenting tolls to accompliſh a favourite 
ſcheme, is alarming ; becauſe, in all probability, if once 
ſucceſsfully introduced, it will be again attempted for 
building public markets, ſchools, colleges, or whatever 
may be the favourite object of the day, 

I apprehend that no further argument is neceſſary. to 


demonſtrate, that the advantages of this bridge, how- 
ever great they may be ſuppoſed, are not to be put in 
competition with the hardſhips attending it ; and that 


the deſigned mode of taxation is the moſl unjuſt, un- 
equal, and oppreſſive of any that have of late been pro- 
poſed, by thoſe who have a knack at trumping up new 


duties, by which their jobbs may be defrayed at the 


charge of the public. 

From what has been obſerved, I think I may main- 
tain with confidence, that, had this propoſal been laid. 
before thoſe whom it ought to have been, that is, 
the inhabitants of Edinburgh and Leith who are to 
pay for it, it would never have been liſtened to. I can- 
not help n all parties concerned, that the 

county 
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cbunty and city of Edinburgh are upon a very different 
footing from any other county in Scotland, and the 
towns ſituated in them ; for generally the counties are 
| conſiderable; the towns inſignificant. The counties pay a 
large ceſs, the towns very little: But the city of Edin- 
burgh pays nearly a fourth more ceſs than all the reſt 
of the county, (and including its trade, courts, and pu- 
blic offices) is of infinitely greater value; yet, when 
this ſcheme was adopted, not one perſon from Edin- 
burgh or Leith was preſent, or ſo much as called ; al- 
though, to add weight to their reſolutions, the meeting 
thought proper to nominate the Lord Provoſt, in his ab- 
ſence, as a member of the committee. 7 


But it will be aſked, To what purpoſe do I point 


out the hardſhips of this ſcheme ? Why increaſe the 
public diſcontent, by diſplaying its injuſtice and op- 


preſſion ; if the gentlemen of the county-are reſolved 


to carry it through, in oppoſition to the city of Edin- 
burgh and town of Leith; and if this doſe, prepared 
for us by the men of the law, muſt be ſwallowed, how- 


ever unwholeſome and unpalatable ? 
I anſwer, That, from the good ſenſe and juſtice of 


the gentlemen of the county, after weighing maturely 


the conſequences of this ſcheme, (which I am ſure none 
but thoſe who were in the ſecret could have done when 
it was adopted) they will, I hope, of their own accord, 
drop it; more eſpecially, as this oppreſſive ſcheme may 
be laid afide without renouncing their favourite idea of 
a bridge; as the expence of it may be defrayed, either 


by. 


* 


{84 2 
by putting a toll on the bridge itſelf, or, if that ſhould 
be inſufficient, I dare ſay both county and city would 
heartily concur in impoſing a toll on every avenue to 
Leith during the race-week. Beſides, large contribu- 
tions will certainly be made by thoſe who have proper- 
ty on the ſouth- ſide of the town, unleſs they are actuated 
by thoſe ſordid and illiberal diſpoſitions which were the ob- 
jects of ſuch high indignation at the county-meeting, Or, 
if a bridge muſt be had at all events, and no other 
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to 
means can be fallen on for defraying the expence, it x 
would ſurely be much better to continue an augmented | I 
| toll on the other avenues to the city for fome longer on 
period than the fix years, which would have paid the 4 
expence of the bridge, if tolls between Edinburgh and 
Leith ſhould be erected, than to impoſe ſo grievous a 
tax as a toll between the city and its port. | 
But, if the gentlemen of the county ſhould perſiſt in 
| this ſcheme, in oppoſition to the magiſtrates and inha- 


bitants, I ſay it is not in their power to accompliſh it. 
The magiſtrates are not only the legal guardians of 
peace and good order in this city, but alſo the protec- 
tors of its liberties and privileges. To them, when ex- 
erting their office uprightly, we cannot in vain ſeek re- 
dreſs from any grievance or impoſition attempted a- 
gainſt us; but in a ſpecial manner are they bound to in- 
terpoſe in the preſent inſtance, when their authority as 
magiſtrates, our privileges as citizens, and the com- 
mon good of the borough are attacked at one ſtroke. 

For it is notorious, that the roads upon which the new 

| D | tolls 
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tolls are attempted to be eſtabliſhed are, and ever have 
been, under the management and . the 
magiſtrates of Edinburgh. 

But, ſuppoſing this ſcheme ſhould not meet with op- 
poſition from the magiſtrates, it is ſtill in your power, 
in the power of the inhabitants, to defeat it. If you are 
ſeriouſly convinced of its pernicious tendency, and will 
only guard againſt two things, which are often ruinous 
in matters of public conſequence ; and theſe are, a ſtu · 
pid inattention and liſtleſs indolence about thoſe public 
matters agitated in the country in which yourſelves are 
moſt deeply concerned. And, after you have reſted 
till theſe matters are eſtabliſhed beyond remedy, and 
the importunate demands of a tax-gatherer diſturb 
your ſlumbers, then, when too late, you growl with 
feveriſh petulance and diſcontent at thoſe taxations 
which would never have been impoſed but through 
your own indifference and inattention. | 

I have within theſe few years heard ſeveral ſchemes 
for new taxes on the inhabitants of Edinburgh, which, 
through the oppoſition made to them by the citizens, 
have been defeated. I ſhall mention, in particular, a 
bill which, -I believe, was actually brought before the 
Houſe of Commons about fourteen years ago, for im- 
poſing ſixpence in the pound on the whole real rents 
of the city of Edinburgh, for ſupplying it with water. 
But, though the ſcheme was conſiderably advanced, a 
| patriotic citizen "Ip forth, a meeting of the inhabi- 
tants 


122 
tants was s held, and, by their opoplition, it was effee⸗ 
tually quaſhed. | | 

In this cafe, follow,a ſimilar conduct. If the county 
perſiſt in the ſcheme, and your natural guardians ſhould 
neglect to oppoſe it, you have not adminiſtration to 
contend with ; you have nothing further to do, than to 
preſent a petition to the Houſe of Commons, ſetting 
forth the pernicious conſequences of this ſcheme, and 


praying to be heard wy council inn its paſſing into a 
law. 


Lou may be aſſured, that Honourable Houſe will not 
fail to liſten impartially to your complaints. 

Having thus laid before you the nature of this 
ſcheme, with the pernicious conſequences which ap- 
pear to me to reſult from it, I ſubmit this letter to you, 


with that deference which is duc to ſuch reſpectable 
bodies 
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Their humble Servant, 
EDIN. Sept. 6. 
1 776. 
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